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DAN (Disabled Artists’ Network)
DAN provides a valuable community service. The project realises Wolf Photography’s aim:
to ‘Promote Creativity As A Coping Mechanism For Disability’. This project has been
running for 6 years now, 5 years at the current venue in Tesco. Please see the letters
attached at the end of this document. We are also a diverse, multi-cultural community. We
work with disabled civilians and veterans – mainly who have mental health issues.
We exhibit art, crafts, poetry and photography online and in our exhibition venue: Tesco
Bulwell Extra, Jennison Street, Nottingham NG6 8EQ.
On average, we have a footfall of 100,000 people per month, of all ages. It’s a joy to watch
people interact with the exhibitions and activities.
DAN’s running costs are covered by myself either through royalties, the sale of my books
and prints or through my War Disablement Pension. I’m happy for this situation to
continue as I believe that we should all do something for the greater good.
The only reason that I have embarked upon the current changes are:
1. We need to change the way we exhibit art. It’s hard on all of us to transport, put up
and takedown art – especially the heavy pieces.
2. It’s expensive to frame pieces to exhibit.
3. It’s risky to have art up in an environment where Covid19 can exist and then take that
art home.
4. It’s safer to have a digital exhibition and it’s more inclusive on the grounds of
disability and geographical location.
5. Although I cover the DAN running costs, I’m not rich. I’m retired on ill health and
have limited income and as such I cannot personally afford to buy the equipment
necessary to turn the exhibition venue into a digital zone by myself.
This is how our venue looked before being redecorated. We have approximately 380
Square metres.
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Project Update
Just before the first lockdown of this pandemic, I made the decision to stop our artists
going into our venue in Tesco Bulwell Extra. This decision wasn’t taken lightly but was a
necessary one as most of our members have some form of disability that makes them
particularly vulnerable to Covid19.
We still managed to put up 2 new exhibitions around the various lockdowns and we are still
active in our various online groups.
In January 2021, I had a discussion with Damon Crowhurst, Head of Displays UK and pitched
the idea of a digital exhibition site to him. His response was very positive and Samsung put
the following offer to us: they agreed to provide the screens at a heavily discounted rate
together with ‘Knowledge’ who will run the software control side of the project. We have
changed the order to 13 screens to cover the venue and project adequately.
I then discussed the idea with Tesco store manager Scott Draycott who has been very
supportive of the project. Tesco have already installed the necessary power sockets at a
cost of £2,400.
Brewers Decorator Centres and Dulux both donated £600 of paint each and we had to by
another £123 worth of paint. The venue was painted by Concept Painting Contractors at a
cost of £1,400 to themselves.
Samsung are discounting most of the cost, so, we had to find £13,203.60 as a minimum to
get the update off the ground. So far we have raised £8,430.80 with support from LSM
Global, Julie Genner, Wolf Photography, Rolls-Royce Plc and Nottinghamshire Community
Foundation – this includes £657 from the general public via Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/donate/429577831487023/5180216665385517/.
This means that the minimum we need to raise now to get this project upgrade off the
ground is another £5,772.80 which includes the necessary publicity and rebranding
materials. The estimated go live date is 7th July 2021.
There are no staff related costs with the project because everyone involved is a volunteer
and gives their time freely and we don’t claim expenses.
We will have to find additional funding for the IT infrastructure further down the line - the
total of which is currently £5,120.00.
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The signage that can be reused is back up and is looking good. This is a mock-up of how the
venue will look when the screens are up.

Advantages of exhibiting with DAN
Some arts organisations insist on an established track record of exhibiting one’s art to
secure grants. This creates a ‘chicken and egg’ scenario for many people; how do you
create an exhibition if you don’t have enough money to pay to frame your pieces and/or
pay the hire fee of the exhibition space? Exhibiting with DAN is a great way for an artist to
launch their art career because there are no fees involved and there are no age restrictions.
The youngest exhibitor we have had was 5 years old and the oldest was 86.
Anyone choosing to exhibit with us has already started to build their reputation as an artist
and we’ve already helped a few people to establish themselves as exhibiting artists.
The application process is simple and we have team members ready to help anyone
encountering any difficulties. There is no exhibition fee to exhibit with DAN. We’re able to
do this with the valuable partnership with Tesco Bulwell Extra and Wolf Photography.
Disabled Artists’ Network CIC
On the 18th March 2021 Disabled Artists’ Network changed its status and became a CIC
(Community Interest Company). None of the directors can take a salary or claim expenses
and we have declared that in the eventuality of the company folding in the future, any
assets will go to Nottinghamshire Community Foundation. We have confirmed our status
as a Not-For-Profit company.
The directors are Julie Genner, David Edge and myself. Our Secretary is Angela White.
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I will continue to provide the day-to-day running costs for the project through income
raised from Wolf Photography.

What we need now
If you feel that your company could contribute an amount towards the setting up of our
new digital zone, we will acknowledge your generosity by placing your company logo on the
supporters’ board at Tesco and online. You will also be listed as a supporter on the
website, http://www.disabledartistsnetwork.co.uk, as well as on any reports.
If you would like to contribute an amount towards the funds that we still need, please
contact me by email: wolf@wolf-photography.com.
If you are a wage earner, please consider our Fund a Fiver gig on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/donate/429577831487023/429654601479346/.

Project Staff
None of us are paid for the work that we do in the community and that’s right for this
group of projects.
Work of this nature requires community involvement on all levels and I would like to thank
everyone involved with the running of the projects:

Assistant Curators: Julie & Paul
Project Assistant &
Social Secretary: Ravinder
Facebook Admins: Angie & Sophia
Counsellors: Hilda and Ravinder
Child Protection Officer: Angie
Meet The Artists Lead: Trevor
Treasurer: David
Fundraiser: James
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Whatever your feelings about the voluntary sector, I can guarantee 3 things:
1. It will always be free to exhibit with DAN and we won’t charge anyone anything to
view the exhibitions
2. We will look to continually improve ways in which disadvantaged people and the
general public can interact with us
3. We will continue to provide a way for disabled artists to raise their profile and
develop their own fan-base
Thank you for taking the time to read this document.
I hope to hear from you at your earliest convenience.

Villayat ‘Wolf’ Sunkmanitu
Director
Disabled Artists’ Network CIC
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